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BACKGROUND: The San Francisco Patrol Special Police are San Francisco’s proactive, crime prevention-oriented neighborhood police. They have been serving merchants, professionals, residents, street festivals, special events, and associations for more than 162 years - at no cost to taxpayers. Clients voluntarily pay for services at competitive rates by private contract. Patrol Specials are defined in the City Charter and by law permitted to carry weapons, wear police uniforms, and patrol the city streets. Patrol Specials pass a San Francisco Police Department background check and are regulated by the Police Commission that also regulates San Francisco Police Officers. Patrol Special policing supplements and frees San Francisco Police Officers to focus on intensive law enforcement, serving warrants, investigations, prosecutions and as such, is a cost-saving measure for the city. The Patrol Special Police provide employment opportunities, even as public policing resources decline. 

Demand has frequently exceeded the supply of Patrol Special Police Officers. Applications for new officers have not always been processed promptly. City leaders have not affirmatively promoted the Patrol Specials as an asset to the community. Consequently, the city has not fully utilized the existence of a tried-and-true policing force that enhances the public safety and is in accord with the Police Chief’s community policing goals.   

I urge the Mayor, the Police Commission, the Board of Supervisors, and the Chief of Police to affirmatively support and enhance the San Francisco Patrol Special Policing program:

( 1 ) by putting more of these San Francisco Police Academy trained neighborhood police officers on the streets for both private clients and public entities to help meet our city’s growing safety needs, and

( 2 ) by implementing a public information campaign to inform the San Francisco Police Department’s command structure and officers, as well as the general public, about the Patrol Specials as a policing supplement and how private and public supporters may contact them to inquire about services.

Mark the boxes that apply:                                            ___________________________________Date:_________

                                                                                                                               Signature

·  Business/Merchant

·  San Francisco Voter                                               _________________________________________________                                                                                                       

·  Resident                                                                                         Address / City / State / Zip Code

·  Visitor

·  Community Leader                                                _________________________________________________                                                                                                                     

·  Government                                                                                         Area Code / Phone Number

·  Subscriber of Patrol Special Police Services

·  Event Organizer                                                     _________________________________________________

·  Tourist                                                                                                              E-mail         

For more information about San Francisco Patrol Special Police, contact Officer Alan Byard at (415) 221-9450. 

Please return the Petition of Support for the Patrol Special Police to: 

The San Francisco Patrol Special Police Officers’ Association,  P.O. Box 884031,  San Francisco, CA  94188     

Visit our web-sites @   www.sfspecialneighborhoodpolicing.org  and  http://sfpatrolspecialpolice.com

